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Chapter the Commonwealth also with the governments of the
___"   States to which they are assigned. Consuls are not
entitled to diplomatic immunities, but may receive
minor courtesies from local authorities. If desired to
act in a diplomatic function for any special occasion,
they are given by their governments the necessary full
powers to exchange with the Dominion representatives.
The Dominion Governments regularly issue pass-
ports to British subjects, whether natural born or
naturalised, resident in the Dominions. The protection
of British representatives abroad is regularly extended
to the bearers of such passports, even if the naturalisa-
tion is local only in legal effect as regards the Empire.
For foreign purposes this limitation is disregarded, and
British protection is extended. There is, of course, an
inevitable exception in the case of those persons who,
though naturalised in a Dominion by the local law,
remain subjects of the foreign power in whose territory
they are travelling. In such cases the British Govern-
ment cannot demand, in the absence of special treaty,
that the national connection accorded by naturalisa-
tion shall be accepted by the foreign power as pre-
vailing over the original nationality. But difficulties
on this score have diminished of late, partly through
the disappearance of compulsory service in Germany,
which formerly used to refuse to recognise local natural-
isation of German subjects who had failed to undergo
their military service.
(4) In the League of Nations the Dominions occupy
a place of absolute independence oftke British Govern-
rdgntjjhough as representing the Empire that Govern-
ment has a permanent seat on the Council as well as
representation in the Assembly. The delegates of the